VFP Viet Nam Peace Tour

TO INCLUDE DIEN BIEN
PHU and CON DAO ISLAND

Mar 14-29, 2026

Chapter 160 — Hoa Binh

This will be VFP’s Viet Nam Hoa Binh (Peace) Chapter 160’s twelfth [15-day] tour of Viet Nam, the place that
resonates with most of us as an unforgettable part of our lives. For many the memories are painful; for oth-
ers, not terribly unpleasant but the experience is not one we'd want to repeat. Veterans, spouses, friends,
antiwar activists, children of veterans, and ordinary citizens have experienced Viet Nam in their own ways.
Viet Nam is part of us.

This year’s tour will be a powerful experience encapsulating Viet Nam’s French and American colonial/post-
colonial arc, with visits to the French-built Con Dao prison (built in 1861), to Dien Bien Phu (1954), to the
American battlefields and war museum,
and to the present day.

An optional visit to HCMC’s Museum of
History will reveal that Vietnamese cul-
ture is deeply rooted in more than a
thousand years of fighting against inva-
sions from neighbors, the most signifi-
cant being Chinese subjugations over a
millennium.

Viewed in this historical context, the
power of the idea “Viet Nam for the
Vietnamese” can be more readily un-
derstood.

But perhaps even more important, par- L

ticipants will gain insight into how Meeting with Vietnamese veterans, Ha Noi, at US/Viet Nam Friendship Village,
founded by Viet Nam Veteran George Mizo.

Viet Nam is a country now at peace, a place of natural beauty, a
land of mountains as rugged and resilient as the people who inhab-
it them, of white sand beaches and inviting palm trees that sway in
gentle sea breezes. The people, too, are gentle, and generous in
spirit. They welcome Americans today — especially veterans — with
open arms, and forgiveness. A visit to Viet Nam can be heartening,
even inspiring, for American veterans. We will be well received as
allies in peace making, reconciliation, and solidarity.




Schedule

& lItinerary

Sat Mar 14
Ha Noi

Sun Mar 15 Ha
Noi

Mon Mar 16
Fly to Dien
Bien Phu

Tue Mar 17
Dien Bien Phu

Wed Mar 18
Fly to Ha Noi

Thu Mar 19
Fly to Hue/
drive to Dong
Ha

Fri Mar 20
Dong Ha/
Quang Tri

Sat Mar 21
Drive to Hue

Sun Mar 22
Hue

Arrive by midday, 1st
briefing, relax, stroll
Ha Noi

Visit US/VN Friend-
ship Village, Duong
Lam Ancient Village,
Viet Nam Military
History Museum.
Free time in Old
lQuarter.

Battlefield History.
Free time at leisure

Visit Al Hill, De Cas-
tries Bunker, Dien
Bien Phu Victory Mu-
seum, free time.

Hanoi Hilton (Hoa Lo)
Prison, HCM Mauso-
leum, National Muse-
um. Free time in Ha-
noi

Visit Project RENEW -
UXO clearance &
Agent Orange pro-
grams. Visit Dong Ha
Blind Center

Visit Vinh Moc Tun-
nels, Truong Son
Cemetery

Visit Duc Son Pagoda
and Orphanage, Per-
fume River boat trip,
and Tien Mu Pagoda

Imperial Citadel (Dai
Noi), Hue Old Town.
Free time.

Tower at Thien Mu Pagoda, Hue

Mon Mar 23
Train over Hai
Van Pass to Da
Nang

Tue Mar 24
Da Nang

Wed Mar 25
Fly to Con Dao
Island

Thu Mar 26
Con Dao Island

Fri Mar 27
Fly to Ho Chi
Minh City

Sat Mar 28
Ho Chi
Minh City

Sun Mar 29 Ho
Chi Minh
City

NOTE:

Relax day with many
options: Marble
Mountain, My Son
Cham Dynasty Ruins,
Hoi Anh Historic City,
My Lai Memorial, etc.

Another relax day

Change planesin
HCMC. Free time,
beach time.

Visit historic Con
Son Prison, Hang
Duong Cemetery

Visit War Remnants
Museum, Women’s
Museum, Ho Chi
Minh Museum

Tu Du Hospital’s
Agent Orange ward.
Free time. Options
for Cu Chi Tunnels,
Museum of Viet Nam
History, shopping

Morning meeting to
disburse tour funds.
Afternoon hotel
check-out, and
transport to Tan Son
Nhat airport for flight
to USA.

Participants may
want to arrive early
for tour or stay after-
wards. Our tour com-
pany can assist with
arrangements.




VFP Chapter 160 addresses the legacies of America’s
war. We help Vietnamese struggling to keep safe
from unexploded ordnance (UXO), recovering from
UXO injuries, and dealing with the tragedy of Agent
Orange/Dioxin.

One purpose of our annual tours is to make a tangi-
ble financial contribution to VFP 160’s mission. Each
tour member will donate 51,000 to a pool that we will
collectively decide how to distribute at the end of the
trip, such as —for bomb clearance, to help Agent Or-
ange victims, to support hospitals, orphanages,
schools, and other community needs.

Chua Duc Son Pagoda Orphanage, Hue

The 51,000 donation is mandatory. Some participants raise additional funds from their extended families, communi-
ties and neighbors, which we encourage. Since Chapter 160 was formed in 2010, some $325,000 has been donated
by tour participants and distributed to projects supported by VFP 160 throughout Viet Nam.

TOUR DATES: IMPORTANT! Most tour participants depart San Francisco (SFO) just after midnight Thursday, Mar 12, (i.e.
very early in the morning of Mar 13). Folks from the east coast or elsewhere may choose other routes and flights—as long
as everyone gets to Hanoi by midday Mar 14 (Viet Nam time). At the end of the tour, you will leave Sunday Mar 29 from

Ho Chi Minh City and arrive back in the US the same day, Sunday Mar 29.




COSTS:

e Tour Fee: $3,400 USD, which covers all in-
country Viet Nam travel (domestic flights,
trains, buses, boats, but not tire sandals);
single occupancy hotel accommodations;
food (drinks not included); and event tickets.

e Donation: $1,000 required minimum charita-
ble donation.

e Airfare: less than $1,000 (China Air round
trip from San Francisco; coach fares are
around $790 and premium economy around
$1,900—but, of course, fares are subject to
changes), plus airfare from your home to our

Filling Ho Chi Minh’s sandals, Hanoi departure point at SFO. You can, of course,

arrange your own direct flight to Viet Nam as

long as you are in HCMC when the rest of the

group arrives Mar 14.

Note: VVFP organizers and in-country hosts receive no e Visa: All visas are now online. $25 for a 30-
compensation. The Ha Noi travel company which han- day, one-entry tourist visa. https://

. . . . i . . . i
dles in-country logistics, Viet Dreamland Travel Co., evisa.gov.vn/. Make sure your passport will

be valid through at least October 2026.

Ltd., has always given us generous discounts and «  Cash: There will be a few meals on your own

sometimes separate donations to allow the maximum dime, some minor costs if you take optional
amount possible to go to VFP 160’s beneficiaries. excursions, and you may want to buy gifts.

Did we mention the excellent
food? Vegetarian/vegan? No
problem.
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Meeting with the leaders of HCMC Vietnamese Association of Victims of Agent Orange/dioxin (VAVA)


https://evisa.gov.vn/
https://evisa.gov.vn/

PAYMENT, DEPOSIT, AND DONATIONS: To reserve your booking for this tour, an initial (refundable) deposit
of $300 is due by Sunday, Feb 1, to:

Paul Cox

890 Camelia
Berkeley, CA 94710
(C) 510-418-3436

paulcox@sonic.net

IMPORTANT: Make checks payable to Veterans for Peace, San Francisco Chapter 69 (or VFP 69) with Viet Nam
Tour 2026 on the memo line! Contact Paul Cox for Zelle transfers.

FINAL PAYMENT due Saturday Feb 28: (Tour Fee $3,400 + Donation $1,000 - Deposit $300 = $4,100).

FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS: You can pay online with a credit card at www.vfp160.org. But because our
tour fee has no slack in it, and the credit card company takes an outrageous bite, there will be a4.95% surcharge
for credit card payments (or an additional $217.80). i.e. ($3,400 + $1,000 )+ $217.80 = $4,617.80.

FINAL REMINDER: Be sure your passport is current, and good for at least 6 months after the tour. Apply for

your visa early. Viet Nam visa are available by mail, email, or online: https://vietnamembassy-usa.org/consular/

visa-application-process.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:

US Tour Coordinators Viet Nam Tour Coordinator
Paul Cox, +1 510-418-3436 (and WhatsApp) Chuck Searcy +84 90-342-0769 (WhatsApp)
paulcox@sonic.net President, VFP Chapter 160

chuckusvn@gmail.com

Long Hung Church, Dong Ha. One of only two structures in
Quang Tri Province by the end of the war. Destroyed, but still
standing,

The Citadel, Hue, partially restored after the war
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Tiger Cages, Con Son
Prison, Con Dau Island

Thich Nu Minh Tu, Buddhist monk and founder of
Chau Duc Son Orphanage charms and delights
tour while raising 200 orphans, Hue.
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Agent Orange victim, Tu Do Chau Duc Son Orphanage, Hue.
Hospital, HCMC



Project RENEW demining teams haul away the American
War, one bomb at a time.

Project RENEW created this incense factory for blind
persons in Quang Tri so that they can earn a living. At
their request, VFP 160 built them an on-site kitchen.
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Ho Van Lai, UXO victim and teacher at RENEW Mine

. . R . RENEW'’s prosthetics center, Dong Ha, Supported by VFP 160
Education Center, with class of minority children



